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VERGE CUTTING GUIDANCE FOR PARISH COUNCILS 
 

1. Parishes can undertake or arrange verge maintenance operations within all or 
part of their area, using appropriately trained, competent and insured contractors 
approved by Cumbria County Council (the Council) and in accordance with the 
environmental cutting regime which was developed in 1994 with English Nature 
(now Natural England), Cumbria Wildlife Trust, Lake District National Park 
Authority and Plantlife. 

2. Where parish councils wish to undertake or arrange verge maintenance within 
all or part of their area,  Cumbria County Council agree to contribute towards the 
parish council costs the cost that Cumbria County Council would have incurred 
had Cumbria County Council’ contractors undertaken the works. This 
contribution would apply for 1 year only.  

3. Whilst contractors working for Cumbria County Council only undertake 1 cut 
within the time windows permitted for each cut, parish councils may, if they wish, 
undertake more cuts within the same time window but may not undertake verge 
maintenance outside the particular window. These windows of operation will be 
forwarded to any parish council that wishes to consider this activity.  

4. Parish councils wishing to undertake or arrange verge maintenance within all or 
part of their area must adhere to the environmental cutting regime and the full 
works specification issued with the contract. Whilst it is recognised that the 
parish council would be the employer of the contractor, Cumbria County Council 
would still need to have oversight of the cutting schedules proposed and verify 
that the works had been undertaken to the required standard. 

5. Arrangements between the Council and the Parish Council are to be reviewed 
yearly. 

6. The Council of a parish or community may, with the consent of the highway 
authority for a highway maintainable at the public expense in the parish or 
community, exercise with respect to that highway any of the powers conferred 
by sub-sections 96(1) and (2), on the highway authority namely it may: - (i) plant 
trees and shrubs and lay out grass verges, and may erect and maintain guards 
or fences or otherwise do anything expedient for the maintenance or protection 
of trees, shrubs and grass verges planted or laid out, whether or not by them, in 
such a highway; and (ii) alter or remove any grass verge laid out, whether or not 
by them, in a highway maintainable at the public expense, and any guard, fence 
or other thing provided, whether or not by them, for the maintenance of 
protection of any tree, shrub or verge in such a highway.   

If damage is caused to the property of any person by anything done in exercise 
of the powers conferred by Section 96 of the Highways Act 1980, that person is 
entitled to recover compensation for it from the authority or parish or community 
council by whom the powers were exercised.  However, a person is not entitled 
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to compensation if his negligence caused the damage; and if his negligence 
contributed to the damage the compensation shall be reduced accordingly. 
 
Any two or more highway authorities on whom powers are conferred by Section 
96 of the Highways Act 1980 may by agreement exercise those powers jointly, 
and the agreement may provide for the apportionment of any expenses incurred 
under it. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


